MUS864: Introduction to Research in Music Education

Thick Description Rubric

	Categories
	Performance Continuum

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Content

· Use of narrative writing style 
· Detailed description of events, with limited interpretation
· Rich, evocative language
· Use of dialogue

· Sensory descriptions, referencing sounds, smells, colors, tastes, textures, etc.
	The author’s writing style is not descriptive, and does not welcome the reader into the setting.
Little to no use of sensory descriptors.

Little to no use of dialogue.


	The author’s writing style is descriptive in places, and welcomes the reader into the setting to a limited extent.
Some use of sensory descriptors.

Some use of dialogue.
	The author’s writing style is descriptive throughout, and welcomes the reader into the setting.
Very good use of sensory descriptors.

Very good use of dialogue.
	The author’s writing style is richly descriptive and evocative, welcoming the reader into the setting.
Extensive use of sensory descriptors.

Extensive use of dialogue.

	Mechanics & Style

· Proper margins, page #s, line spacings

· Citations in consistent bibliographic format

·   Ideas presented in a logical sequence, complete paragraphs, development of a cogent conclusion

·   Correct spelling, punctuation, grammar, sentence construction, word usage and vocabulary
	There are so many grammatical, syntactic, spelling, or punctuation mistakes that the reader is distracted and has difficulty focusing on the content.
	There are several grammatical, syntactic, spelling, or punctuation mistakes, causing some distraction to the reader.
	There are few grammatical, syntactic, spelling, or punctuation mistakes; the reader can focus on the content with little distraction.
	The writing is error-free, allowing the reader to focus entirely on the content.


