MUS864: Introduction to Research in Music Education

Research Critique Rubric

	Categories
	Performance Continuum

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Content

· Body of paper presents a solid argument, adequately supported by evidence, citations

· Questions in assignment are adequately addressed (Bibliographic listing of the article title, Type of Research, Purpose of the study, Research design, Results

· Writer’s conclusions


	The thesis of the paper is never announced (i.e., there is no sentence like "I believe that the purpose of music in the schools is...").

Uncritical review of evidence presented in the chosen article.

Even a reader familiar with your premise and topic often wonders what you are trying to say.


	The thesis of the paper (i.e., "I believe that the purpose of music in the schools is...") is not announced in the introductory paragraphs, and is only referred to obliquely throughout.

Some critical review of evidence presented in the chosen article.

Only a reader familiar with your premise and topic almost never wonders what you are trying to say.
	The thesis of the paper (i.e., "I believe that the purpose of music in the schools is...") is announced but is formulated unclearly or vaguely in the introductory paragraphs.

An acceptable level of critical review of evidence presented in the chosen article.

Even a reader unfamiliar with your premise and topic al​most never wonders what you are trying to say.


	The thesis of the paper (i.e., "I believe that the purpose of music in the schools is...") is announced and is formulated clearly and precisely in the introductory paragraphs.

A balanced and critical review of evidence presented in the chosen article.

Even a reader unfamiliar with your premise and topic feels comfortable reading the paper.

	Mechanics & Style

· Proper margins, page #s, line spacings

· Citations in consistent bibliographic format

·   Ideas presented in a logical sequence, complete paragraphs, development of a cogent conclusion

·   Correct spelling, punctuation, grammar, sentence construction, word usage and vocabulary
	The style is inappropriate for a scholarly paper: it is too colloquial, too impassioned, too flowery, or too impressionistic.

There are so many grammatical, syntactic, spelling, or punctuation mistakes that the reader is distracted and has difficulty focusing on the content.
	The style is scholarly (in general sober and factual) but the paper is dry as a result: the reader feels bored.

There are several grammatical, syntactic, spelling, or punctuation mistakes, causing some distraction to the reader.
	The style is scholarly (in general sober and factual) but the paper is still lively: the reader feels interested.

There are few grammatical, syntactic, spelling, or punctuation mistakes; the reader can focus on the content with little distraction.
	The style is scholarly (in general sober and factual) but engages the reader: the reader feels drawn in to the topic because of the writing.

The writing is error-free, allowing the reader to focus entirely on the content.


