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Robert Mitchelson, Chair

School of Music

Southern North Dakota State University

West Platte, SD 12345

November 4, 2004

Dear Dr. Mitchelson:

Please consider this letter in application for the position in Music Education at Southern North Dakota State University.  I became aware of this position through the MayDay Group email listserv and phone and email communications with friends and colleagues.

I am currently a doctoral student and graduate teaching assistant at Michigan State University.  While at MSU, I have taught undergraduate Introduction to Music Education, coordinated student field observations, and supervised student teachers.  In addition, I am currently developing a seminar in instrumental music repertoire for beginning and intermediate band to be taken by music education students and local area teachers.

I have seventeen years of experience teaching a wide array of courses from kindergarten through twelfth grade.  My experiences as a public school music teacher and team leader provide me with a valuable knowledge base to reflect upon both in the classroom and in the field.  I taught one year in a rural setting in northern Idaho, teaching eleven different bands.  Next, I spent five years in the Lake Stevens School District, and established a general music program based upon the Kodaly Method and taught beginning band using Kodaly techniques.   My last stop was for eleven years with the North Thurston Public Schools in Washington state, where I taught high school and elementary bands for four years and then middle school and elementary bands for the next seven years.  On top of my teaching responsibilities, I was the team leader for our music curriculum development process,  mentored five new music teachers, and, during my last four years,  was the district team leader for our seven instrumental music teachers.  My duties included planning and conducting staff in-service, coordinating schedules, and serving as the teacher-district liaison.  

I have enclosed a copy of my curriculum vitae for your perusal.  This document is evidence of my record of publication and presentation, and outlines my research focus and agenda for the future.

I am very interested in this opportunity to teach and learn at a premiere music education institution, and thank you for your interest in my application materials.  I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience

Sincerely,

Steve Oare

1315 Chartwell Dual Carriage Way

East Lansing, MI  48823

517.853.9404


